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1. How does prevenient grace intersect with evangelism? 
It is important that we understand what prevenient grace is: Prevenient grace is the first step in our road to salvation.  Prevenient Grace is God at work in our lives when we don’t even acknowledge God.  God extends prevenient grace to all people.  From the video prevenient grace, if we are looking at a house is the front door, which symbolizes that all are welcome, God is preparing our hearts and minds to receive the gospel and respond in faith.  Evangelism is described as telling good news. The sharing of good news with all people.  Evangelism is about who we are, what we do and what we say.  Prevenient grace intersects with Evangelism by crossing over in the space of the things we share with others the hospitality we show to others.  God is working through individuals because of prevenient grace and when they encounter evangelism, starting relationships, sharing and caring which then may lead to acceptance of Christ and all He has done for us, or it may not lead that way, but we must continue to share the good news.
2. What is the difference between evangelism and proselytizing?

Evangelism is simply telling the good news to people you meet during your everyday life. Sometimes people refer to us as good news people. Written in the book Transforming Evangelism, The Wesleyan Way of Evangelism is a definition of what evangelism is, it’s “our sharing and inviting others to experience the good news that God loves us and invites us into a transforming relationship through which we are forgiven, receive new life, and are restored to the image of God, which is love.”  Evangelism is thought of as spiritual practice, a lifestyle, meaning who we are, what we do and how we talk.  Sometimes it’s easy to say something, but we must always remember that someone is watching, it may be God himself, who is a forgiving God, but others may not be as forgiving. The difference between evangelism and proselytizing is that evangelism is the sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with everyone and proselytizing is trying to convert, or convince someone to your faith, by power, intimidation or fear.  We through evangelism want to have conversation with others to develop a relationship and in our conversations, we want to show and demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ. Often evangelism and proselytizing are used interchangeably but they are different, especially through the approach of individuals.  Evangelists are sometimes called the Good News people because of the message being shared.  The good news of Jesus Christ.  Evangelism focuses on sharing the message of Jesus Christ.  Proselytizing is often linked to pressure and coercion. The message presented through Evangelism is the message of salvation, the leading of and individual to Christ, while leaving the rest to the work of the Holy Spirit. It’s an invitation that is presented without trying to force or coerce someone about their salvation.  Evangelism is about building a meaningful relationship with God.  Evangelism is about who we are, loving and caring; what we do and what we say. The approach used in evangelism is that of love, honesty, where the approach for proselytizing is more about conversion and not about relationships. Simply put evangelism is sharing and proselytizing-pushy, is trying to persuade or convince to switch to what you believe.


3. What are ways you can equip your congregation to overcome what intimidates them about sharing testimonies?

Many people in our congregations may feel uncomfortable and somewhat intimidated in sharing testimonies.  Primarily because people try to anticipate what others may think of them.  It is important to equip your congregation so that they may feel less intimidated, this may happen by causing them to shift their focus from fear to purpose, and that their personal experience with God is theirs and it cannot be argued. This fear can somewhat decrease if your church developed small group to share. Overcoming the intimidation factor can be reduced the more you tell your story, which is your testimony.  The shifting focus from fear to purpose can help them become less intimidated because they may find that their story may encourage someone else who may have experienced the same thing.  Center your testimony on what God has done, remember it is your story and get use to sharing it in a conversational way. Again, testimony is simply being able to overcome a particular test in your life of how God intervened and made a difference. Sometimes it’s important to provide the congregation with somewhat of a testimony model, asking the question, 1. What was your situation before, 2. Where did God meet you 3. What changed. 4.What does this show about God. 
Someone may be sitting in the congregation and just waiting for someone to provide them with hope, and you are it, turn fear to purpose. Another way to equip the congregation so that they can share their testimony, is to let them know that their testimony has power.  Revelation 12:11 They overcame by the word of their testimony. God has the power to use any one to talk, I’m reminded of the story in the bible where God caused a donkey to talk in Numbers 22:28.  If God can do that, he can give you the strength to overcome being uncomfortable with sharing your testimony.

				

