“Cross-less No More:  Living Like Jesus”

Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church

Ministries with Young People

Cross-less No More?

There are people who claim that this generation consists solely of “cross-less Christians.” But the lives of young people are characterized by passion – the young long to experience passion and they are passionate in their approach to life. As the cross of Jesus Christ is the epitome of passion, young people therefore long NOT to be cross-less. In a consumer culture which focuses on self fulfillment, the passion of Christ alternately calls us to self-sacrificing love. Enabling young people to live passionately in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ is precisely what they are longing and looking for – to be cross-less no more! 

The Irresistible Revolution

“So I am a radical in the truest sense of the word:  an ordinary radical who wants to get at the root of what it means to love, and to get at the root of what has made such a mess of our world...There is a movement bubbling up that goes beyond cynicism and celebrates a new way of living, a new generation that stops complaining about the church it sees and becomes the church it dreams of.  And this little revolution is irresistible.  It is a contagious revolution that dances, laughs, and loves.”  Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution.  

Shane Claiborne claims to be an ordinary radical although he is actually quite extraordinary.  “Be warned, my friends:  Shane is a poet, a friend, a brother—but underneath it all, he’s a prophet with a fire in his belly and a story to back it up.  If you listen...you will not be the same.” – Rob Bell
The Study Guide

So why should you read The Irresistible Revolution?  Young people have the passion to re-imagine the world and want to embrace a faith that teaches them how to LIVE.  It will transform your life personally and discussing its content is GUARANTEED to revolutionize your ministry, your church, your community and the world!  We invite you to use it for a book study throughout the year with your students.  Even if you don’t think your students will read The Irresistible Revolution, we encourage YOU to read it and use the STUDY GUIDE we developed for discussion with your students.  There is a section for EACH WEEK complete with scripture, book quotes, “think about it” discussion section, “action” challenge and prayer.  The resource can be used as a weekly devotion or you can expand it.  

 

“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.”  

Mahatma Gandhi
How to Use this Resource:
In this resource, you will find 5 components to each week:

-Scripture

-Quotes from The Irresistible Revolution
-Think about it

-Action

-Prayer

These components are provided as a guideline for discussing the book and were written in such a way that individuals who have not read the book will still be able to participate. If your youth or young adult ministry is large, we recommend that you divide the participants for discussion as this resource will be most effective if utilized in a small group setting. In addition, this resource will probably be better received by older young people (high school and college students). However, do not hesitate to use it with younger students if you feel it will be useful. 

We encourage you to be creative and add to the resource as you see fit. We also invite you to take adequate time to talk about each component in depth, especially the individual quotes. Rather than approaching the quote section as a whole, read the quotes one by one and take the time to deeply discuss what they mean to the participants personally. Finally, we suggest that you make time each subsequent week to explore how the previous week’s “action” affected the participants’ lives (if they chose to engage in the action).

***Special Note: The resource that follows is sufficient to carry your group through the first semester (mid-January). The resource for the second semester, which covers the remainder of the book) will be posted on the website by January 1, 2009.

Week 1:  Spiritual Bulimia

Scripture-  Matthew 5:1-12 “The Beattitudes”


“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”  

Matthew 5:9 

 Quotes-  “I came to realize that preachers were telling me to lay my life at the foot of the cross and weren’t giving me anything to pick up. ” p.   38
“People had taught me what Christians believe, but no one had told me how Christians live.”   p. 38

“I developed a spiritual form of it [bulimia] where I did my devotions, read all the new Christian books and saw the Christian movies, and then vomited information up to friends, small groups, and pastors.  But it had never had the chance to digest.”  p. 39

Think about it-  We fill our lives with things and stuff until our lives are overflowing.  What are some things that are causing your life to overflow and lose sight of God?    

Action-  We pollute our lives with stuff.  We convince ourselves that the more Christian stuff we have the closer to God we are, however we have it all wrong.  Disconnect from the chaos and stuff of your world and sit in silence for 15 minutes a day
Prayer-  God of peace, there are so many things which clutter our lives and cause us to lose sight of you.  Help us to take inventory on our lives so we might be able to live more simply and keep our eyes fixed on you.  Help us to consider what we can learn about your nature from the least and the last.  Amen.  

Week 2:  Jesus Wrecked My Life/Jesus Freak

Scripture- Matthew 4:19-20, “ ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.”     

Quotes-  “I know there are people out there who say, ‘My life was such a mess.  I was drinking, partying, sleeping around…and then I met Jesus and my whole life came together.’  God bless those people.  But me, I had it together.  I used to be cool.  And then I met Jesus and he wrecked my life.  The more I read the gospel, the more it messed me up, turning everything I believed in, valued, and hoped for upside-down.  I am still recovering from my conversion.  I know it’s hard to imagine but in high school, I was elected prom king.  I was in the in-crowd, popular, ready to make lots of money and buy lots of stuff, on the upward track to success.  I had been planning to go to med school…Then I could buy lots of stuff I didn’t need.  Mmm…the American dream.  But as I pursued that dream of upward mobility preparing for college, things just didn’t fit together.  As I read Scriptures about how the last will be first, I started wondering why I was working so hard to be first.”  p. 41  

“I learned in confirmation classes about the fiery beginnings of the Methodist Church and its signature symbol of the cross wrapped in the flame of the Spirit.  Where had the fire gone?” p. 43

“I remember Wesley’s old saying, ‘If I should die with more than ten pounds, may every man call me a liar and a thief,’ for he would have betrayed the gospel.  Then I watched as one of the Methodist congregations I attended built a $120,000 stained-glass window.  I longed for Jesus to break out of it, to free himself, to come to rise from the dead…again.”  p. 43

Think about it-  A fire begins with a mere spark.  In what ways can you be the spark which starts a fire?  In what ways might God be asking you to focus on God’s mission and purpose and not your own?  What needs do you see around you that you are ignoring?  

Action-  Connect with a group of farm workers who grow food for your cafeteria or favorite restaurant (such as Taco Bells Immokalee workers, www.ciw-online.org).

Prayer-  Almighty God, set us on fire so we might be able to see the needs in our community and become a beacon of change.  Help us to reconnect to the fiery beginnings of our denomination.  Amen.

Week 3:  Jesus in Disguise

Scripture:  Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.” 

Hebrews 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” 

Quotes-   “The people in the alleys stole only my heart.  Eventually, they became my friends.”  p. 48  

“Mother Theresa used to say, ‘In the poor we meet Jesus in the most distressing disguises’.” p. 51

“I found that I was just as likely to meet God in the sewers of the ghetto as in the halls of academia.  I learned more about God from the tears of homeless mothers than any systematic theology ever taught me.”  p.   51

Think about it-   What experiences have you had with God this week (month)?  What things are holding you back from meeting with God in areas of poverty or distressing situations? 

Action-   Go down a line of parked cars and pay for the meters that are about to expire.  Leave a little anonymous note of niceness.  

Prayer-  Dear God of the universe, please help us to see you in our midst wherever we go and in the faces of all people.  May we remember that all people are created in your image.  Help us to step out of our comfort zones and meet with you in the unexpected places.  Open our eyes so we might be able to see the suffering of our neighbors.  Move us to respond to the needs of your world.  Amen. 

Week 4:  Jesus Was Homeless

Scripture- Matthew 25:40, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

Quotes-  “The top story [in the newspaper] was about a group of forty homeless families who were being evicted from an abandoned cathedral in North Philadelphia.  The families were with an organization called the Kensington Welfare Rights Union, made up mostly of homeless mothers and children who took care of one another…The Catholic archdiocese which owned the building announced that they had forty-eight hours to get out or face arrest.  The families had chosen to seek refuge in the historic sanctuary and had hung a banner out front that read, ‘How can we worship a homeless man on Sunday and ignore one on Monday?’  It took us a minute to realize they were talking about our Savior as a homeless man.”  p. 56

Think about it-  By embracing the idea of Jesus being homeless, what implications does this provoke for you in your daily life? If we are to live by Jesus’ example, then what should we be doing differently in our lives to truly live out this calling and be in worship every day?    

Action- Go to a local soup kitchen and help out.  Get to know the people there.  Help serve food, strike up conversation, play games.  You will find that the people who you thought you couldn’t relate to will become your friends and that their face will have a name.    

Prayer-  God of the outcasts, help us to have a heart for the people that society forgets.  Jesus included everyone in his ministry so, therefore, let us follow in his footsteps and do the same.  Empower us to spread the Gospel to all people everywhere.  Amen.  

Week 5:  God Save the Church/Becoming Church /Born Again…Again

Scripture- 1 Corinthians 12:12, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many are one body, so it is with Christ.”  

Quotes-  “At that moment, we decided to stop complaining about the church we saw, and we set our hearts on becoming the church we dreamed of.” p. 64

“As Don Everts says in his book Jesus with Dirty Feet, ‘Referring to the church as a building is like referring to people as two-by-fours.’”  p. 62

“I remember hearing about an old comic strip back in the days of St. Ed’s.   Two guys are talking to each other, and one of them says he has a question for God.  He wants to ask why God allows all of this poverty and war and suffering to exist in the world.  And his friend says, ‘Well, why don’t you ask?’ The fellow shakes his head and says he is scared.  When his from asks why, he mutters, ‘I’m scared God will ask me the same question.’  Over and over, when I ask God why all of these injustices are allowed to exist in the world, I can feel the Spirit whisper to me, ‘You tell me why we allow this to happen.  You are my body, my hands, my feet’.”  p. 64 

“We do indeed have a God of resurrection, a God who can create beauty from the messes we make of our world.”  p. 67

Think about it-  “If the Christian faith has image problems today, the ever-changing environment means we will have opportunities tomorrow to change those perceptions.”  -David Kinnaman, Unchristian  Do you know people or friends who think negatively about Christians?  What can you do personally to change their view?  

Action-  Write one CEO-- affirm or critique the ethics of their company (you may need to do a little research).

Prayer-  Almighty God, while we complain about the church we see, we are missing out on opportunities to rise up and become the church we dream of.  Please help us to know when our lifestyles are hindering others from seeing Christ and understanding what Christianity is all about.  Amen.  
Week 6:  Momma T/ Come and See

Scripture- Luke 12:33-34, “Sell your possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

Quotes-  “She [Mother Teresa] said, ‘No, come for the summer.  Come.’  Come?  Where would we eat and sleep?  So I asked her, ‘Mother Teresa, where would we eat and sleep?’  She didn’t worry a lot about that.  She said, ‘God takes care of the lilies and the sparrows, and God will take care of you.  Just come’.”  p. 75

“He [Andy] sold everything he owned and moved to Calcutta, where for over ten years he had spent his life with the poorest of the poor.  He told me that in a few years he might want to go back and visit his beloved mom for a bit, and then he would come back to be with the dying and destitute, his new family.  I had gone in search of Christianity.  And I had found it.  I had finally met a Christian.”  p. 77

Think about it-  If God takes care of the lilies of the fields and the sparrows, God most certainly takes care of you and me.  What are things which hold us back from serving those in need?  How can we put our worries aside and answer God’s call to go where God leads us?

Action-  Turn in your car for a bike or walk everywhere you go for a week, maybe you’ll find out you like it and make a lifestyle out of it!

Prayer-  God of compassion, you take care of the lilies of the field and the sparrows, yet we tend to think we have to take care of ourselves.  Help us to begin to rely fully on you and trust that you will take care of us.  Help us to leave our possessions behind and follow where you lead us.  Amen.   

Week 7:  Dying to Find Life/Society of Outcasts

Scripture- Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”  

Quotes-  “We can do no great things, just small things with great love.  It is not how much you do, but how much love you put into doing it.”  p. 78

“I had sung the old worship songs in youth group, like ‘Sanctuary’, but I don’t think I ever realized that we really are the sanctuaries where the Spirit dwells.  Our bodies are the temples of God, and that’s not just a reason to eat less cholesterol.  We are the body of Christ, not in some figurative sense, but we are the flesh and blood of Jesus alive in the world through the Holy Spirit—God’s hands, feet, ears.”  p. 79

“I began to understand what it meant when the curtain of the temple was torn open as Jesus died on the cross.  Not only was God redeeming that which was profane, but God was setting all that was sacred free.  Now God dwelled not behind the veil in the temple but in the eyes of the dying and the poor, in the ordinary and the mundane, in things like bread and wine, or chai and samosas.  And wherever two or three of us come together in community, God is there among us.”  p. 80

Think about it-  “Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary.  Pure and holy, tride and true.  With Thanksgiving, I’ll be a living, Sanctuary for you.”  Dissect these lyrics, what implications does it have on your life?  

Action-  Go to a local coffee shop and spend time getting to know someone there.  Maybe even buy their coffee!  
Prayer-  O God, let us be a people who seek to be your hands and feet; a people who seek to live out the Word of God.  Give us clean hands and a pure heart.  We thank you for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  Amen. 

Week 8:  Greater Things/Find your Calcutta

Scripture- John 14:12, “Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these…”

Quotes-  “But what had lasting significance were not the miracles themselves but Jesus’ love.  Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from the dead, and a few years later, Lazarus died again.  Jesus healed the sick, but they eventually caught some other disease.  He fed the thousands, and the next day they were hungry again.  But we remember his love.  It wasn’t that Jesus healed a leper but that he touched a leper, because no one touched lepers.  And the incredible thing about that love is that it now lives inside of us.”  p. 85

“They had not chosen to live in ‘intentional community.’  Their survival demanded community.  Community was their life.  The gospel was their language.  No wonder Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of God’.”  p. 87

“Calcuttas are everywhere if only we have eyes to see.  Find your Calcutta.”  p. 89

“As I left Calcutta, it occurred to me that I was returning to a land [the United States] of lepers, a land of people who had forgotten how to feel, to laugh, to cry, a land haunted by numbness.  Could we learn to feel again?”  p. 89

Think about it-  “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  How can you share Christ’s love to everyone you come in contact with?

Action-  Research organizations in your community that help those in need and figure out ways to be of assistance to them.  

Prayer-  God of love, may everything we do be done in love.  May our actions be ones of mercy, forgiveness, and compassion.  Show us the needs in our community so we can find our Calcuttas.  Amen.  

Week 9:  Culture Shocked/Poor Little Rich Man

Scripture- John 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

Quotes-  “Rich [Mullins] stood up in chapel and said, ‘You guys are all into that born again thing, which is great.  We do need to be born again, since Jesus said that to a guy named Nicodemus.  But if you tell me I have to be born again to enter the kingdom of God, I can tell you that you have to sell everything you have and give it to the poor, because Jesus said that to one guy too…[And he paused in the awkward silence.]  But I guess that’s why God invented highlighters, so we can highlight the parts we like and ignore the rest’.”  p. 99

Think about it-  “As one of my friends often says:  ‘If you study the Bible and it doesn’t lead you to wonder and awe, then you haven’t studied the Bible’.”  -Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis 
Find a scripture verse or story that you don’t understand or don’t like.  Why do you wrestle with this scripture?  Explore this part of the Bible with others and ask God to give you insight.

Action- Leave a random tip or thank you note in a public bathroom by writing on a sticky note for those who clean them.    

Prayer- Gracious God of light, knowledge, and understanding, please help us to be honest about the parts of scripture that we ignore in our lives.  May we commit to look to you for guidance as we strive to live the gospel and may we be open to new ways of responding to and living out your word.  Amen. 

Week 10:  Comfort Interrupted/The Uncomfortable Cross

Scripture-Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded to you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Quotes-  “Jesus never says to the poor, ‘Come find the church,’ but he says to those of us in the church, ‘Go into the world and find the poor, hungry, homeless, imprisoned,’ Jesus in his disguises.  I couldn’t help but wonder if we had highlighted only some of the verses in our Bibles, like Rich had said.”  p. 102

“Jesus does not exclude rich people; he just lets them know their rebirth will cost them everything they have.  The story is not so much about whether rich folks are welcome as it is about the nature of the kingdom of God, which has an ethic and economy diametrically opposed to those of the world.  Rather than accumulating stuff for oneself, followers of Jesus abandon everything, trusting in God alone for providence.”  p. 104

“But it [the cross] is the cornerstone of our faith, and I fear that when we remove the cross, we remove the central symbol of the nonviolence and grace of our Lover.  If we remove the cross, we are in danger of promoting a very cheap grace.  Perhaps it should make us uncomfortable.  After all, it wasn’t so comfy to get nailed there.”  p. 107

Think about it-  “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.”  -Mahatma Gandhi

When you look and see the way people live (you and others around you), what parts of the lifestyle are in opposition to the example of Jesus’ lifestyle?  Understanding that change is uncomfortable, how might God be calling you to GO into the world?

Action-  Take a break from the computer for a week, maybe you’ll decide you can go longer!  
Prayer-  O God, empower us to step out of our comfort zones and become the church we wish to see in the world.  Help us to trust that you will provide and we do not need all of our stuff.  Help us to abandon our belongings and follow you.  Let us not be afraid to leave our comfortable lives and neighborhoods to fulfill your call on our lives.  Amen.  
Week 11:  Becoming Lovers/My Lover/American Jesus

Scripture- 1 John 4:19-20, “We love because God first loved us.   Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.”   

Quotes-  “So there I was my senior year in college, still feeling like I had no clue what I’d be doing after I graduated...I remembered Mother Teresa saying, ‘Do not worry about your career.  Concern yourself with your vocation, and that is to be lovers of Jesus.’  So I started calling myself a ‘vocational lover’.”  p. 107-108

“At first it was a rational thing; I was attracted to the idea of God as lover.  And then I began to experience God as lover, and quickly became attracted to the Lover.  I read Hosea and got the sense that life is a romance with the divine.  I started meeting with a Catholic monk, who had taken a vow of poverty and celibacy.  He told me, ‘We can live without sex, but we cannot live without love, and God is love’.”  p. 111

“I learned a powerful lesson:  We can admire and worship Jesus without doing what he did.  We can applaud what he preached and stood for without caring about the same things.  We can adore his cross without taking up ours.”  p. 113  

Think about it-  “There’s a phrase that I have heard used to explain how God loves everybody equally.  People say that ‘the ground at the foot of the cross is level.’  The idea is that God has no favorites…”  -Rob Bell 

Action-  Tell 5 random people this week, “I love you because God loves you.”
Prayer-  Dear God of unconditional love, please help us to understand that you are our true lover.  Open our eyes to see clearly how to love you in return by loving others.  Amen. 
Week 12:  An Experiment in Truth/Shouting the Gospel with our Lives

Scripture- John 15:11, “I have said these things to you, so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

John 10:10, “...I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

 Quotes-  “…if you ask the average person how Christians live, they are struck silent.  We have not shown the world another way of doing life.  Christians pretty much live like everybody else; they just sprinkle a little Jesus in along the way.  And doctrine is not very attractive, even if it’s true.  Few people are interested in a religion that has nothing to say to the world and offers them only life after death, when what people are really wondering is whether there is life before death.”  p. 117

“And yet I am convinced that Jesus came not just to prepare us to die but to teach us how to live.”  p. 117

“And we are just one little cell within the Body, very full of life but only a small part of the whole.  Cells are born and cells die, but the Body lives forever.”  p. 126

“As the old Franciscan slogan goes, ‘Preach the gospel always.  And when necessary, use words.”  p. 127

“Many spiritual seekers have not been able to hear the words of Christians because the lives of Christians have been making so much horrible noise.  It can be hard to hear the gentle whisper of the Spirit amid the noise of Christendom.”  p. 127

Think about it-  “Even if there were no heaven and there were no hell, would you still follow Jesus?  Would you follow him for the life, joy, and fulfillment he gives you right now?”  Tony Campolo

Action-  God is omnipresent however we do not always allow ourselves to feel God’s presence.  Often we cannot hear God’s voice because of all of the noise in our lives, therefore retreat into nature and spend some time with God, with no cell phone or iPod, or other distractions.    

Prayer-  Dear God in heaven, please help us to remember what it means when we pray the Lord’s prayer and recite, “Thy Kingdom Come.”  May we reflect on the understanding that you have called us to live out your Kingdom on earth, right here, right now.  Equip us to be the Body of Christ in a way that brings glory to your name.  Amen.  

Week 13:  A Voice for the Voiceless?  Not Us/Ordinary Radicals

Scripture- John 15:12-17, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from God.  You did not choose me, but I chose you.  And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that God will give you whatever you ask God in my name.  I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”  

Quotes-  “We are not a voice for the voiceless.  The truth is that there is a lot of noise out there drowning out quiet voices, and many people have stopped listening to the cries of their neighbors.  Lots of folks have put their hands over their ears to drown out the suffering.”  p. 128

“It is a beautiful thing when folks in poverty are no longer just a missions project but become genuine friends and family with whom we laugh, cry, dream, and struggle.”  p. 128

Think about it-  Have you stopped listening to the cries of your neighbors?  Have you covered your ears so you can isolate yourself from the problems of your neighbors?  

Action-    Go to a grocery store and offer to carry the groceries of someone who could use an extra hand to their car.

Prayer-  O God, you have chosen each and every one of us and you have called us by name.  Let us love one another as you love us.  Let us hear the cries of our neighbors and reach out to them with arms of love.  Keep us from covering up our ears and drowning out the voices of those in need.  Instead use us as beacons of light in a world where darkness is all around.  Help us to feel your presence as we share your love with those who need it the most.  Amen.  

Week 14:  Despectacularizing Things  

Scripture- 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.”  

Quotes-  “I feel sorry that so many of us have settled for a lonely world of independence and riches when we could all experience the fullness of life in community and interdependence…Patting Mother Teresa on the back, someone said to her, ‘I wouldn’t do what you do for a million dollars.’  She said with a grin, ‘me neither’.  I almost feel selfish sometimes, for the gift of community.  The beautiful thing is that there is enough to go around.”  p. 134 

“Community is what we are created for…The biblical story is the story of community from beginning to end.  Jesus lived and modeled community with his little band of disciples.  He always sent them out in pairs, and the early church is the story of a people who were together and were of one heart and mind, sharing all in common.”  p. 134

“Following Jesus is simple, but not easy.  Love until it hurts and then love more.”  p. 136   

“Love is a harsh and dreadful thing to ask of us, but it is the only answer.  This love is not sentimental but heart wrenching, the most difficult and the most beautiful thing in the world.”  p. 136

Think about it-  To follow Jesus is to love everyone.  What implications does this have on your life? Who do you struggle to love?  How do you deny opportunities to show love?  

Action-  Take your neighbors’ trashcans up off the street without them knowing you are doing it.  

Prayer-  God of community, help us to take steps toward living in community.  May we show hospitality and love to all who we meet.  Help us to truly love everyone we come in contact with, be it our enemies, our friends, people we do not know, or family members.  Help us to follow you by loving everyone with no exceptions.  Amen.  

Week 15: A Different Kind of Tax Collector/Missionaries of the Church

Scripture- 1 John 4:16-17, “God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the Day of Judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.”  

Quotes-  “There are plenty of people who are miserable in their jobs, for they have not listened to God’s call.  And I would add there are many Christians who are not fulfilled in their spiritual lives because they have no sense of their gifts or purpose, and they just run to the mission field to save souls rather than transform lives and communities using their gifts and those of the people they live among.  Both lead to emptiness and burnout.”  p.   138

“When we truly encounter Jesus and the poor, we may still be a tax collector, but a different kind of tax collector.  We may still be a doctor, but a different kind of doctor.”  p. 140

“A pastor who has been a longtime supporter and friend of the Simple Way said, ‘I used to think you all were missionaries bringing the gospel to your neighborhood, but now I see that it is in your neighborhood that you have learned the gospel, and that you are actually missionaries to the church.”  p. 144

“I have tried to remove the plural form churches from my vocabulary, training myself to think of the church as Christ did, and as the early Christians did…What the world really needs is not more churches but a Church.”  p. 145

Think about it-  God has placed a calling on each of our lives.  What can you be doing differently in your life so you are following this call?  

Action-  Make a list of your spiritual gifts and interests.  There is an assessment which you can use online to search spiritual gifts (www.umc.org).  Also ask those closest to you for what they see in you.  Look over that list and come up with one thing you can do to utilize those gifts to serve God.  

Prayer-  O God, you have a plan for each and every one of us and how blessed we are for that call.  Help us to take steps to discover our gifts and how we can use them to serve you and bring forth your Kindom.  Amen.  

Week 16:  A Cult-ure of Sorts/Schools of Conversion/Not Just Good Samaritans

Scripture- John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 

Quotes-  “The truth is everyone in our culture has been deeply polluted by the noise and garbage of this world, and we all need to be washed clean.  We need minds that are renewed and uncluttered so they are free to dream again.  And let us not forget that the word cult comes from the same root from which we get our word culture.”  p. 147

“We need converts in the best sense of the word, people who are marked by the renewing of their minds and imaginations, who no longer conform to the pattern that is destroying our world.  Otherwise, we have only believers, and believers are a dime-a-dozen nowadays.  What the world needs is people who believe so much in another world that they cannot help but begin enacting it now.”  p. 149

“Conversion is not an event but a process, a process of slowly tearing ourselves from the clutches of the culture.”  p. 150

“True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar.”  p. 153

Think about it-  “Faithfulness requires the courage to risk everything on Jesus, the willingness to keep growing, and the readiness to risk failure throughout our lives.”  -Brennan Manning  

Action-  Culture often breaks down our spiritual life, but what if we look at popular culture differently; what if we look for God in pop culture?  Sit down with a group of friends and watch your favorite movie.  Look at it through a different lens this time and try to find examples of what it means to be a Christian or examples of a Christ-like figure that’s a character in the movie; or even what the movie has to say about God, Jesus, Christianity, the church, etc.

Prayer-  Dear God who is over all and above all, help us to be willing to risk everything, even failure in the eyes of others, in order to be faithful to you.  Challenge us to take an honest look at how our acceptance of popular culture can hinder our faithfulness to your calling.  Help us to see ourselves and others through your eyes and not through the lens of societal pressure.  Amen.

Week 17:  Beyond Brokerage/Complexity of Simplicity/Fasting and Feasting

Scripture- 1 Corinthians 11:20-22, “When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s Supper.  For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk.  What!  Do you not have homes to eat and drink in?  Or do you show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing?  What should I say to you?  Should I commend you?  In this matter I do not commend you!”

Quotes-  “It is much more comfortable to depersonalize the poor so we don’t feel responsible for the catastrophic human failure that results in someone sleeping on the street while people have spare bedrooms in their homes…Jesus is not seeking distant acts of charity.  He seeks concrete acts of love.”  p. 158

“Ask the poor.  They will tell you who the Christians are.”  P. 161

“True generosity is measured not by how much we give away but by how much we have left, especially when we look at the needs of our neighbors.”  p. 164

“The best thing to do with the best things in life is to give them away.”  p. 167

“80% of the world has 20% of the stuff, and 20% of the world is hoarding 80% of the stuff.”  p.166

Think about it-  Consider the actions you have taken to help others that are “distant acts of charity.”  How can you personalize your interactions with the least, the last, and the lost?  How can you make your acts of love “concrete?”

Action- Go through your closet and pile up the clothes and shoes which you don’t wear for whatever reason and give them to someone who is in great need of them.  

Prayer- Dear God of Simplicity, we confess that while most of us have all that we need, we often times complain because we lack what we want. At the same time, there are millions of people around the world who lack the most basic necessities to life and struggle to survive on a daily basis. When we are longing for next latest and greatest thing that we don’t really need, help us to stop and remember those who are in true need. May we find it within ourselves to give our resources in order to meet the needs of others rather than the wants of ourselves. Amen.
 
Week 18:  Theology of Enough/God’s Economy/Mystical Multiplication/Whispers of Another Economy

Scripture- Mark 10:29-31, “Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

Quotes-  “Gandhi put it well when he said, ‘There is enough for everyone’s need, but not enough for everyone’s greed’.” p. 170

“We cannot say we love God and pass by our hungry neighbor.”  p. 173

“I always used to say, ‘Jesus was homeless.’  And while there is truth to that, I believe the deeper reality is that Jesus had homes everywhere he went…The incredible thing is that this ensured not only that the church practiced hospitality but that it would be dependent on hospitality.”  p. 176

Think about it-  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  -John Wesley

What is one radical way that you could put this into practice.

Action-  Do without your TV for 24 hours, maybe even longer.  Spend the time helping others during the time you would watch TV.  

Prayer-  God of abundance, empty us of all that keeps us from you and fill us with your love, mercy and compassion. Forgive us when we close doors to others, ignore those in despair and neglect our neighbors who struggle without food or shelter. Strengthen us so that we might welcome the stranger, comfort the lonely, and share a meal with the hungry and homeless. Amen.

Week 19:  Radical Interdependence/Theological Prankster

Scripture- Matthew 22:15-22, “Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.  Tell us, then, what do you think.  Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin used for the tax.’  And they brought him a denarius.  Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’  They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’  Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’  When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.”  

Quotes-  “The reality of divine multiplication is realized only when we allow ourselves to be dependent on God and live in radical interdependence with one another.”  p. 180

“At one point in the Gospels, the religious elite try to trap Jesus by seeing if he pays taxes.  They give him a coin and ask him, ‘Who does this belong to?’  And Jesus very carefully says, ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s.’  I love that he shrugs and tells them it’s got Caesar’s image stamped on it, so give it back to him.  Caesar can have his coins, but Caesar has no right to take what is God’s.  And life is God’s.  Caesar can put his stamp on the stuff of earth, which moths and rust will destroy, but Caesar has God’s stamp on him.  God made Caesar.  And that means Caesar is not God...Once we’ve given to God what’s God’s, there’s not much left for Caesar.”  p. 185

Think about it-  “We don't serve God to gain His acceptance; we are accepted so we serve God. We don't follow Him in order to be loved; we are loved so we follow Him.” -Neil T. Anderson

Have you personally chosen to follow and serve God?  Why or why not?  
Action-  Go through your clothes, visit your favorite store and ask about their fair labor practices.    

Prayer-  O God, remind us that you are the Giver of Life. We offer thanks and praise for all our many blessings, and we humbly give them back to you. When we feel empty, fill us with your giving spirit. When we take our blessings for granted, prompt us to share our possessions with willing hearts. When we worship other gods – wealth, clothes, popularity, power – turn our eyes to you, the one true God, who will provide all that we need. Amen.
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