The Irresistible Revolution Part II
Week 20- Politics Shmolitics/Pulling out of Babylon/When Kingdoms Collide

Scripture- Acts 17:6-7 “When they could not find him, they dragged Jason and some believers before the city authorities, shouting, ‘These people who have been turning the world upside down have come here also, and Jason has entertained them as guests.  They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus.’”

Quotes- “The root of the word allegiance means “Lord”; that’s exactly what the early Christians were executed for, for pledging an allegiance to another kingdom, another Lord—treason.”  p. 194

“Over and over, early Christian writings tell us how Christians were branded atheists by the imperial courts and executed for this capital crime.  They had lost all faith in the empire and had become faithful to God alone as the one who could preserve peace and prosperity.  They claimed Jesus as their only emperor (Acts 17:7), they preached the kingdom of their God, and they pledged allegiance to the slaughtered Lamb.  Today, there are many things I love about ‘America the Beautiful,’ and yet the book of Revelation sounds a clear warning that any glory we give to Babylon is glory that belongs only to God.  As my friend Tony Campolo says, ‘We may live in the best Babylon in the world, but it is still Babylon, and we are called to ‘come out of her.’” p. 196

“We are faithful not to the triumphant golden eagle (ironically, also an imperial symbol of power in Rome) but to the slaughtered Lamb.” p. 197

Think about it- What other things do you give allegiance to other than God? What are ways that we glorify people or objects other than God?  How can we as Christians turn the world right side up? 

Action- Watch and/or read the news and make a list of the ways you can be more faithful to the slaughtered Lamb instead of the golden eagle.

Prayer- Great God of glory and Lord of this earthly kingdom, we pledge our allegiance to you alone. Help us to recognize when we glorify people or things other than you. May we find ways to serve you each day and be faithful to your ways rather than to the ways of this world. Amen.

Week 21- Nontraditional Family Values/To Iraq/Family in Iraq

Scripture- Luke 14:26 “’Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.’”

 Isaiah 11:6,9 “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

Quotes- “He [Jesus] had a new definition of family, rooted in the idea that we are adopted as orphans into the family of God and that this rebirth creates a new kinship that runs deeper than biology or geography or nationality.  Rebirth is about being adopted into a new family—without borders.  With new eyes, we can see that our family is both local and global, including but transcending biology, tribe, or nationality, a renewed vision of the kin-dom of God with brothers and sisters in Afghanistan and Iraq.” p. 200

“We must mourn the lives of the soldiers.  But with the same passion and outrage, we must mourn the lives of every Iraqi who is lost.” p.204

“Every time our government chooses to use military force to bring about change in the world, it once again teaches our children the myth of redemptive violence, the myth that violence can be an instrument for good.”  p.206

Think about it- Discuss your thoughts regarding the idea that violence can never be an instrument for good and whether or not you agree with this statement. How would it revolutionize our world and the way we treat one another if we literally considered each and every person as our family? When you think of wars in which our country is involved around the world, do you mourn for all lives that are lost or simply the lives of American soldiers? How does Christ teach us to honor and love ALL life?

Action- On the Peace Corps website there is a teen section that has a wide array of ways teens can become involved in efforts to establish peace in other countries.  So navigate to  http://www.peacecorps.gov/teens and check it out!

Prayer- Dear Creator God, you are our father and mother, the parent of all the world. When we begin to devalue the lives of others and judge them as less worthy, help us to stop and remember that through Jesus Christ we are born into a new family that transcends our biology and makes us all brothers and sisters adopted into God’s kin-dom. Please help us to find ways to build authentic relationships with others who are very different from ourselves so that we can begin to see with new eyes and consider all others as our family. Amen.

Week 22- Road of Angels/Pledging Allegiance

Scripture- Colossians 2:15, “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.”  

Quotes- “One beautiful Iraqi mother threw her hands in the air and said, ’Your country is declaring war in the name of God and asking God’s blessing, and that is the same thing my country is doing.  What kind of God is this?  What has happened to the God of love, to the Prince of Peace?’  Her question haunts me.” p. 218

“Too often we just do what makes sense to us and ask God to bless it.  In the Beatitudes, God tells us what God blesses—the poor, the peacemakers, the hungry, those who mourn, those who show mercy—so we should not ask God’s blessing on a declaration that we will have no mercy on evildoers…Rather than do what makes sense to us and ask God’s blessing, we’d do better to surround ourselves with those whom God promises to bless, and then we need not ask God’s blessing.  It’s just what God does.”  p. 219

Think about it- What are your thoughts when you consider two different countries at war and each declares that the war is in the name of God? Can you think of a time in history when a person or group of people has acted on their own and then asked God to bless their efforts? Is there a time when you have done something without first considering God’s will and then you simply asked God to bless it? How would it have been different if you had first stopped to seek what God might be calling you to do?

Action- Go online to http://circleofhope.net, and explore the website, read some blogs, check out some pictures.  The website is a “safe place to explore and express God’s love.”  The website can also be accessed through The Simple Way’s homepage. 

Prayer- Dear Master of our lives, please help us to see the world through your eyes. When we set forth to do the things that make sense to us, please remind us to consider where you are leading. When we desire to make a difference, may we pause to find ways to surround ourselves with those you promise to bless. We know that you live among us and are constantly working for good in the world. Please show us how to be a part of the good works that you are already doing. 

Week 23- The Danger of Safety/A Dangerous Lover/Remembering Cool

Scripture- Matthew 10:28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both the soul and body in hell.”

Quotes- “I had a college professor who said, ‘All around you, people will be tiptoeing through life, just to arrive at death safely.  But dear children, do not tiptoe.  Run, hop, skip, or dance, just don’t tiptoe.’” p. 225

“The scriptures say that we should not fear those things which can destroy the body, but we are to fear that which can destroy the soul (Matt. 10:28).  While the ghettos may have their share of violence and crime, the suburbs are the home of the most subtle demonic forces—numbness, complacency, comfort—and it is these that can eat away at our souls.” p. 227

“I remember the cool days.  I used to be cool, chilling with the in-crowd of respectable United Methodists, sporting my bow tie and khaki shorts…But everything cool came to an abrupt end, my coolness ruined by a God who has everything backward.  I heard that disturbing whisper of Jesus telling me that even the pagans hang out with their cool friends, that instead we are to be extraordinary and hang out with the not-so-cool., the people sitting in the lunchroom alone, folks who talk to themselves and have distinct aromas.”  p. 230

“Christians should be troublemakers, creators of uncertainty, agents of a dimension incompatible with society.”  p. 231

Think about it- If we become too comfortable in life, we become numb to the injustices in the world and complacent in our call to make a difference. What is the danger of this? What are the things in your life that threaten to create too much comfort for you? Who are the “not-so-cool” people that you encounter in your day-to-day life that God is asking you to be in relationship with and befriend? How could being faithful to this calling create a life full of running, hopping, skipping and dancing?

Action- Instead of sitting with your normal group at lunch, go sit with someone who is sitting alone or even some people you do not know well and get to know them.  Maybe you will learn something new from them.

Prayer- Dear God of abundant life, please help us to be aware of the times when we are just tiptoeing through life unaware of our complacency and numbness. Please sharpen our senses to be able to see the opportunities to run, hop, skip and dance in relationship with others.  May we embrace your calling to love the least, the last, and the lost. Amen. 

Week 24- City of Brotherly Shove/Conspiring with God

Scripture- Luke 14:12-14 “He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’”

Quotes- “To this day, I hold on to a little saying I had with me in that court, the words of Dr. King:  “There is nothing wrong with a traffic law which says you have to stop for a red light.  But when a fire is raging, the fire truck goes through that red light, and normal traffic had better get out of its way.  Or when a man is bleeding to death, the ambulance goes through those red lights at top speed.  There is a fire raging…for the poor of this society.  Disinherited people all over the world are bleeding to death from deep social and economic wounds.  They need brigades of ambulance drivers who will have to ignore the red lights of the present system until the emergency is solved.’”  p. 237

“And I remember what one of those police officers said one night as we were taken to jail.  As he was searching me, he found my Bible in my pocket.  ‘We’re going to have to take this,’ he said.  They had never taken my Bible before, so I asked him why.  Smiling, he said, ‘It’s a dangerous book.  We can’t have you reading that.’  I laughed.  His comment lent new meaning to the phrase ‘sword of the Spirit.’  As I thought more about it, though, it’s true; this is a dangerous book.  For centuries, it has gotten people killed, beaten, jailed.”  p. 237

Think about it- Name and discuss some of the people throughout history who have suffered or died because of their belief in God and because they took a stand against injustice. What are some of the social, political, and economic injustices that you think still exist in your community and in the world? Any act to take a stand against modern-day injustices, no matter how small, will ultimately make a difference. What can you do personally to make a difference in just one area of injustice?

Action- Brainstorm ideas with your youth group of things you can do help those in need both in your community and around the world (fundraising, mission opportunities, love feasts, etc).  Try to take at least one of those ideas and make it happen!

Prayer- Dear God of strength, we thank you for the way you empower us to make a difference in the world. As we witness or experience injustices among us, help us to have the desire to stand firmly as advocates for your justice.  Empower us to be willing to risk even our lives to bring about change that demonstrates your love. Amen.

Week 25- A Problem of Evildoing/Cracks Let Light Come In

Scripture- Matthew 9:12-13 “But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have come to call not the righteous but the sinners.’”

Mark 10:18 “Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone. ‘”

Quotes- “The gospel is good news for sick people and is disturbing for those who think they’ve got it all together.” p. 245

“Christianity can be built around isolating ourselves from evildoers and sinners, creating a community of religious piety and moral purity.  That’s the Christianity I grew up with.  Christianity can also be built around joining with the broken sinners and evildoers of our world crying out to God, groaning for grace.  That’s the Christianity I have fallen in love with.” p. 246

“We want the world to be rid of evil.  We want justice.  We want to liberate the oppressed.  The question is, how do we do that?  Ironically, most violence comes from a deep desire for justice…We can learn from the bloody pages of history.  The more vigorously we try to root out evil by force, the more evil will escalate…Likewise, the more passionately we love our enemies, the more evil will diminish.” p. 247 and p. 249

“Somehow God like broken vessels.  I am convinced that Jesus came not simply to make bad people good but to bring dead people to life.  We can be moral but not alive…” p. 252

Think about it- Do you consider yourself sick or do you consider yourself someone who mostly has it together? If you consider yourself sick, how can the gospel be good news for you? If you consider yourself mostly having it together, how could you allow the gospel to stir up and disrupt your life? In what ways could you join together with broken sinners and evildoers and cry out with them for God’s grace? Who do you consider to be your enemies? How can you show them love? What does it mean to be “alive” and not just moral?

Action- Admit to yourself and to God that you are a sinner just like all others. Find someone that you trust and confess to them a sin that you have never before admitted. Find someone who has hurt you and tell that you forgive them. 

Prayer- Dear redeeming God of restoration, we thank you for how you have reconciled the world through Jesus Christ. Help us to be honest about whether or not we view ourselves as superior to others because we think we have it all together. May we commit to reading the gospel in a new way, opening ourselves to be disturbed by its truth as we admit our failure to live out the gospel in our lives. Amen.

Week 26- The God of Losers/Overcoming Darkness/The Scandal of Grace

Scripture- Matthew 5:14-16 “’You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it give light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.’”

Quotes- “The fact that the Scriptures are brim full of hustlers, murderers, cowards, adulterers, and mercenaries used to shock me.  Now it is a source of great comfort.” p. 254

“She said, ‘I know you are Christians because you shine.  I used to be in love with Jesus like that, and when I was, I shined like diamonds in the sky, like the stars.  But it’s a cold dark world, and I lost my shine a little while back.  I lost my shine on those streets.’  She asked us to pray with her that she might shine again…Days, weeks went by, and we did not see her.  One day, there was a knock at the door, and I opened it…and she said, ’Of course you don’t recognize me, because I’m shining again.  I’m shining.’” p. 259

“Listen, Jesus never talked to a prostitute because he didn’t see a prostitute.  He just saw a child of God he was madly in love with…When we have new eyes, we can look into the eyes of those we don’t even like and see the One we love.”  p. 266

Think about it- Do you think people you don’t really know can tell you are a Christian? Why or why not? Imagine how amazing the world would be if we could truly see the face of God when we look at others! How would it revolutionize the way we all treat one another? Think of someone that you recently treated unkindly. How would your actions and/or response towards that person have been different if you had seen a child of God rather than just another person?

Action- Go and ask for forgiveness from the person you recently treated unkindly. Challenge yourself to see with new eyes and see the One you love rather than the person you don’t like when you look at him/her.

Prayer- God of infinite power, give us the strength and courage to do that which is right even when it is not easy. When we approach those we have wronged, please give them a heart of forgiveness. Help us to understand that when we wrong others we also wrong you. May we see with your eyes and only see the One we love when we look at our enemies, allowing this to transform the way we treat others. Amen.
Week 27- God, Save the Christians

Scripture- Matthew 7:3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?
Quotes- “We live in an age in which people, when they hear the word Christian, are much more likely to think of people who hate gays than people who love outcasts, and that is a dangerous thing.  Bumper stickers and buttons read, ‘Jesus, save me from your followers.’  Over and over I see people rejecting God because of this mess they see in the church.  As contemporary author and ragamuffin Brennan Manning says, ‘The greatest cause of atheism is Christians who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, then walk out the door and deny him with their lifestyle.  That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.’”  p. 270
“We live in a world of dangerous extremes.  ‘These are extreme times,’ Dr. King said.  ‘The question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will be.  Will we be extremists for hate or for love?’  The world has seen Christian extremists who will blow up abortion clinics and dance on the doctors’ graves.  We have seen Christian extremists who hold signs that say, ‘God hates fags.’  The world has seen Christian extremists who declare war in the name of the Lamb.  But where are the Christ extremists for love and grace?”  p. 270 

Think about it- As believers, we’re astonished at the way other Christians act and represent the teachings of Christ. Wait! Stop! Pause! Discuss how you represent the name of Christ. Are you ever guilty of acknowledging Jesus with your lips but denying him with your lifestyle?
Action- Be creative and find a way to be an extremist for Christian love this week. Each person’s definition of “extreme” will be different, so just be sure your action feels extreme to you.
Prayer- Lord, we must learn to love and we need help with this everyday. You are the ultimate lover and your example is enough to guide us to love our neighbors. But when we fall short, forgive us God because it is hard to love in the same way you love. Amen.

Week 28- If Terror is the Enemy, then Love is the Hero/A Church of Extremists for Grace

Scripture- Acts 9:13-16 “But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’  But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’”

Quotes- “I always say that if we believe terrorists are beyond redemption, we can rip out half of our New Testament, since it was written by a converted terrorist who became an extremist for grace. It’s what happens when we discover that God has a desperate love for losers just like us.” p. 272

“As the Sanhedrin are killing Stephen, the scriptures say that Saul was there ‘giving approval to his death’ and watching over everyone’s coats…As they were killing ole Stephen, he cries out something extraordinary:  ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them’…I don’t think it’s a coincidence that the next chapter of Acts is about Saul’s conversion as he goes on to become Paul, a terrorist converted by scandalous grace.  And he becomes an extremist for grace, writing so eloquently of God’s love for sinners, of whom he counts himself the ‘chief.’  The contagion of grace.  Grace is contagious, just like violence.”  p. 272

Think about it- We often feel unworthy of God’s love. We screw up A LOT in our lives and then are too proud or ashamed to ask for forgiveness. Sometimes we even feel like we are beyond redemption. Have you ever felt like this about yourself? Have you ever felt like someone else is beyond redemption? But God’s grace never fails, never falters, and is always waiting to be received. Be assured that even when we feel undeserving that God’s grace is always sufficient.

Action- Be merciful to others. Be radically forgiving of those who you think have harmed you. Be Christ-like to those around you and the contagiousness of a warm heart will spread through your family, circle of friends, and the strangers among you.

Prayer- Lord, thank you for giving mercy when we often don’t feel like we deserve it. Help us to always remember that no one is beyond redemption. May this thought consistently inform and impact our interactions with others. Amen.

Week 29- Extreme Grace in Iraq/Holy Mischief

Scripture- “If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” Matthew 5:41

Quotes- “I remember visiting one of the hospitals in Iraq.  The doctors walked us by bed after bed of children who had been injured or killed in the bombings.  I saw a little girl shaking in her bed, asking over and over, ‘What did I do to America?  What did I do to America?’  I saw a father hold his child, whose body was speckled with missile fragments, and heard him say, ‘What kind of liberation would do this to my child?  If this is liberation, then we do not want it.  If this is democracy, they can keep it.’  p. 278

“I think the world needs some theological pranksters who open our minds to new possibilities.  One of my Princeton Seminary professors, Dr. Mark Taylor, calls it the ‘theatrics of counterterror’ that upstages the theatrics of war, prisons, and racism, with extreme acts of disarming love.  When someone keeps us laughing, we don’t even think to become defensive.  We are disarmed by a gentle revolution.”  p. 281-282

“Whenever there is a fight on our block, my first instinct is to run inside and grab our torches and begin juggling them, to upstage the drama of violent conflicts in our neighborhood.  Perhaps the kids will lose interest in the noise of a good fight and move toward the other end of the block to watch the circus.  I truly believe we can overwhelm the darkness of this world by shining something brighter and more beautiful.”  p. 285

Think about it- Our country is at war and has been at war for years with a country for the second time. The disdain and hurt that can be heard in stories from those who have been in Iraq is immense, from both soldiers and Iraqi civilians. Where is the grace, the love, and the hope that has been promised to the children of the Abrahamic faiths? Give examples of disarming love – times when you have witnessed this or perhaps practiced it yourself. What opportunities might you have in your school or on your campus to disarm violence with love?
Action- Commit to being especially aware of your surroundings this week. If you witness a conflict, an argument, or a disagreement, find a way to diffuse the situation with love.
Prayer- God of peace and serenity, love is an element of our culture that is missing. As a nation, we have exchanged words of love for bullets and bombs. Our brothers and sisters around the world live amidst a world of violence and war. Strengthen us to be leaders, young leaders calling for peace but more importantly love of neighbor and foe. You have made it so easy to love yet we still resist; break down the walls keeping us from loving one another. Amen.

Week 30- Facing Statistics that Have Faces

Scripture- Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’”
Quotes- “Years ago, I attended a rally against sweatshops overseas.  The organizers had not invited the typical rally speakers—lawyers, activists, academics.  Instead, they brought the kids themselves from the sweatshops to speak.  I listened as a child from Indonesia stood to share and pointed to the giant scar on his face.  ‘I got this scar when my master lashed me for not working hard enough.  When it began to bleed, he did not want me to stop working or ruin the cloth in front of me, so he took a lighter and burned it shut.  I got this making stuff for you.’” p. 292

“Not too long ago, I was speaking at Princeton and some of the students asked me how they were to choose which issue of social justice is the most important.  The question made me cringe.  Issues?  These issues have faces.  We’re talking not only about ideas but also about human emergencies.”  p. 292

“Just as ‘believers’ are a dime a dozen in the church, so are ‘activists’ in social justice circles nowadays.  But lovers are hard to come by.  And I think that’s what our world is desperately in need of—lovers, people who are building deep, genuine relationships with fellow strugglers along the way, and who actually know the faces of the people behind the issues they are concerned about.”  p. 295

Think about it- In this modern era, charities and organizations looking for money are EVERYWHERE! Especially around the holidays we hear about so many causes that need attention. We quickly lose sight of the people who are receiving the help because we become so exhausted with the requests. These causes lose their humanity when all you hear about is money, money, money. Rather than discussing experiences that you have had supporting a “cause” or an “issue”, discuss with one another the real face-to-face interactions that you might have recently had with the people of the cause or issue.
Action- Choose one charity, organization, or ministry that is quite meaningful to you. Focus on the stories of those being helped and the way you can be part of changing lives through building relationships rather than just giving money. Ministry is about the person not the project.

Prayer- God of healing and relationships, we look around and we see brokenness, emptiness, hurt, and strife. So many people are already trying to alleviate these global issues but each of us is only one person. What can we do? We have issues which we are passionate about and we want to learn more ways to get involved. Please provide us with the strength and motivation to face the fact that humanity needs help and you have led us to be a part of this work. Amen.

Week 31- Toward a Gentler Revolution/The Invisible People

Scripture- James 4:5-6 “Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, ‘God yearns jealousy for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us’?  But he gives all the more grace; therefore, it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’” 

Quotes- “Student boycotts closed down Taco Bells on college campuses until they would listen to the farm workers.  Congregations and youth groups told me they were writing letters to the owners of Taco Bell—not angry letters, but kind letters that hoped for and believed in redemption.  And a few months ago, after I had gone nearly five years without chalupas, the owners of taco Bell agreed not only to meet the workers’ demands but to sit down and meet with them face to face.  Taco Bell’s executive even issued a statement encouraging other fast-food franchises to ask who the hidden faces are behind their food, and how they are being treated.  That’s the irresistible revolution.” p. 301

“The world of efficiency and anonymity dehumanizes us.  We see people as machines, as tractors, or as issues to protest.  We live in an age when machines act like people, and people act like machines.  But machines cannot love.  We have to ask who the invisible people are.  Who makes our clothes?  Who picks our vegetables?  And how are they treated?” p. 301

Think about it-Look at those gathered in your group and discuss one another’s clothing brands, where you have eaten recently, and your own line of work. Look at the tags on your shoes or jacket. If they were made in Haiti or Indonesia, was it made in a sweatshop? The label won’t tell you that so you should find out for yourself. How do you feel about someone only receiving the monetary value of one meal for a day’s worth of stitching together shoes? It doesn’t seem fair does it, especially when the shoes cost $60 a pair? Discuss what you know about unjust labor, sweatshops, etc.
Action- Research your clothing brands and favorite spots to eat and shop. Write letters to those brands asking for information about production or their stance on worker’s rights. If you find that you support an industry that mistreats its workers, commit to making a change in the products you buy. Plus, when you’re out shopping or eating, intentionally ask people how they are. Even though they may have to say “I’m great, thanks for coming in today,” be sure to offer genuine words of concern and care. You may be the only Christ they see in an industry that prizes money above all else.

Prayer- God of power and might, we often feel so small in a world where corporate giants can act indiscriminately towards the humble worker who is only trying to put food on the table. We pray for those who are at the receiving end of injustice and we lift up their well-being. Guide us, O Lord, to be an instrument of change rather than a link in the chain of oppression and injustice. Amen.   

Week 32- Becoming Human/The Tears of Rizpah

Scripture- Isaiah 2:4 “He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

Quotes- “’Where’s your next trip to?’ one of them asked… ‘Actually, next week I plan to go to Iraq.’  Their jaws dropped.  Puzzled, one man asked, ‘With the military?’  I giggled.  ‘No,’ I replied, ‘I will be going as a Christian Peacemaker to be with the families there and voice opposition to the war.’  I was amazed that they did not start arguing with me.  There were intrigued that I believed in something so much that I would risk my life for it.  We actually had a nice talk.  And I will never forget what they said as we parted.  These two people, whom I had just met, told me with great drama how they would be glued to the TV as they worried about me, wondering if I would make it back safely.  I stood in awe, knowing that this is the great tragedy:  we have not put a face on the war.  Degrees of separation allow us to destroy human beings we do not know except as the enemy.  So in one hour, the walls came down a little.”  p. 304

“The transformation begins with the people—ordinary radicals, courageous mothers and grandmothers like Rizpah (2 Samuel 21:1-14).  When we begin enacting the new world, the nations will follow.  Nations will not lead us to peace; it is people who will lead the nations to peace as they begin to humanize the nations.”  p. 307

Think about it- Ever since the conflict in Vietnam, our nation has been able to watch war on the evening news. CNN provided coverage of the first bombs falling in Baghdad with anti-aircraft shells streaking through the sky. Russian operations in Georgia and Israeli operations in the Gaza strip become an accompaniment to the activities at the dinner table. War has entered the realm of entertainment. How do you feel about seeing war and armed conflict daily? How does the media desensitize us to violence and warfare?
Action- Pray every day for peace. Send cards to the armed forces because they have families who love them. Write a letter to a child in Iraq. Vote for peace. Become informed about the roots of particular armed conflicts so our generation can be peacemakers. Rally together with others who want to see an end to armed conflict.

Prayer- Lord, we have not loved the nations you commanded us to go to telling of the good news. Instead of thoughts of love and care, our nations exchange bullets and destruction. We lift up our leaders that they may find the courage to seek peace instead of war. Warm our hearts Lord and teach us to love again. Amen.

Week 33- Protesters and Prophets/A Revolution that Laughs

Scripture- Isaiah 10:1-2 “Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes, to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that widows may be your spoil, and that you may make the orphans your prey!” 

Luke 6:20 “Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’” 

Quotes- “Protesters are everywhere, but I think the world is desperately in need of prophets, those little voices that can point us toward another future.  Some of us have spent so much time fighting what we are against that we can barely remember what we are for.”  p. 309

“In our living room, we have an Emma Goldman quote:  ‘If I can’t dance, then it is not my revolution.’  Whenever people talk about injustice, usually there is a cloud of guilt looming over them.  Joy and celebration don’t usually mark progressive social justice circles, or conservative Christian circles, for that matter.  But the Jesus movement is a revolution that dances.  Celebration is at the very core of our kingdom, and hopefully that celebration will make its way into the darkest corners of our world—the ghettos and refugee camps, and the palaces and prisons.  May the whispers of hope reach the ears of hope- hungry people in the shadows of our world.”  p.313-314

Think about it- What are ways that you have found yourself or others taking a stand against injustice in a negative way rather than a positive way? What do you think it means to be a prophet in today’s society and world? Rather than simply protest, how can you act positively in ways that point others around you to a different future and reality?
Action- Make a list of all the things you are against. Now rewrite the list to state everything in positive terms. For example, “I am against war” would be restated to say, “I am for peace.” Create a list that is as comprehensive as you can. Then, look at the list and choose one area in which you feel like you can make a positive difference this week in a way that is celebratory.
Prayer- Ruler of our lives and of all that exists, we pray that you will help us to see your kingdom on earth as you truly created it to be. Help us to do our part to restore our world and to celebrate all that you have made. Amen.
Week 34- God of Little Things/Supersized Church

Scripture- 1 Corinthians 4:11-13 “To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poorly clothed and beaten and homeless, and we grow weary from the work of our own hands.  When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we speak kindly.  We have become like the rubbish of the world, the dregs of all things, to this very day.”

Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands.” 

Quotes- “Mother Teresa offers us that brilliant glimpse of hope that lies in little things:  ‘We can do not great things, only small things with great love.  It is not how much you do but how much love you put into doing it.’  Above our front door, we have hung a sign that says, ‘Today…small things with great love (or don’t open the door).’”  p. 319

“It’s not easy to wrap your hands around a God who is evident in all of creation, who when asked for a name says, ‘I AM.’  It’s not easy to grasp a vision for the world that is a kingdom or an empire bigger than Rome but as small as a mustard seed.  This is the God who creates the universe but chooses to be born in a manger.”  p. 320

“There is something precious about corporate worship, but corporate is whenever two or three of us gather with God.  We must resist the ancient temptation to centralize worship, especially at the expense of justice for the poor.  The human-made temples will be split open, and no stone will be left on another, as Jesus says (Mark 13:1-2).”  p. 323

Think about it- What is the biggest thing you own? Or do you like having bigger and bigger things? Is your TV bigger now than the own your family owned before? Is your church facility growing in size? Perhaps the church wants to build another sanctuary, a youth building, and a fully equipped gym. Reflect on a small action you did and the size of its impact, like telling your siblings you love them or holding the door for an elderly person. Small acts of compassion change the world.  

Action- Divide & Relocate!! Meet in the home of a youth or your youth pastor and during this study split into two groups for a bit before coming back together. The closeness of a small group nurtures meaningful relationships rather than being lost in the numbers of super-size mania.

Prayer- Father, just because your majesty and power are so grand, everything in our lives should not need to imitate that bigness. Teach us to find meaning in small acts of love rather than the big things we own or have. With your guiding presence, our smalls acts will have a great impact. Remain with us Lord. Amen.

Week 35- God of the Refugees/Tearing Down the Walls

Scripture- 2 Samuel 7:5-6 “Go and tell my servant David:  Thus says the Lord:  Are you the one to build me a house to live in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.”

Quotes- “God just digs camping.  No wonder when I think of my most powerful encounters with God they seem to involve camping of some kind—crashing on the marble floor of abandoned St. Edwards’s cathedral, camping out in tents in Baghdad outside the Al Monzer children’s hospital, sleeping in church parking lots as we marched with migrant workers, standing around barrel fires in shantytowns and tent cities, and camping in the wilderness of God’s creation.  That is where I have met God.  God still dwells there.  No doubt there is power in corporate worship, and there are times when I feel God among the masses, but it has had nothing to do with the color of the carpet or the comfort of the chairs.”  p. 325

“One of the communities I love is a group of folks who gather below an interstate bridge in Waco, Texas, each week for worship.  They creatively call themselves Church under the Bridge.  Over a decade ago, homeless folks and their friends began meeting for Bible study and grub, and now there are hundreds of folks from all walks of life trying to figure out what it means to live God’s little revolution together.  They just pull up a flatbed truck, and God shows up.  No fancy pews.  Whenever I speak or worship there, I always tell them it’s the most beautiful sanctuary I’ve ever seen.”  p. 325

Think about it- How many times have you ever heard someone talk about the condition of the church facility and how it important it is? Should the carpet match the pew cushions? What type of chairs should we get for the new contemporary sanctuary? Share your thoughts about what you like most about worshipping in a group. If you’ve ever worshipped outside, how is it praising God in the sanctuary he created?

Action- Check out the website for the Church under the Bridge, read some articles, check out their core values, view some pictures.  www.churchunderthebridge.org 

Prayer- Creator God, let us recognize the worth and beauty in the natural sanctuary you have provided us. Let us continually worship in it and not lose sight in corporate worship because of the little things. You are with us when our numbers are great or small, when gathered at church or in the field. Thank you for remaining with us wherever we are. Amen.

Week 36- The Myth of Multiplication/Our Global Family

Scripture- Acts 6:1-4 “Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food.  And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables.  Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.’”

Quotes- “Usually when things grow fast and large, they also grow homogeneously…we like to be around people who look and think like us.  Our big visions for multiculturalism and reconciliation will make their way into the church only when they are first lived out in real relationships, out of our homes and around our dinner tables and in our living rooms.  Perhaps this is why Jesus begins it all with a Roman tax collector, a Zealot revolutionary, a fisherman, a Pharisee, and a prostitute.”  p. 329

“Giving to the poor should not make its way into the budget; it is the budget.  One could argue that small portions of the Israelite offering (no more than 10 percent) was given to the Levitical priesthood, and that in the early church an even smaller contribution could be given to the church’s itinerant evangelists, who, incidentally, were themselves poor.”  p. 330

“So historically, church offerings were part of God’s economy of redistribution, and over 90 percent was to be given to the poor.  We live in an age when we have nearly reversed what God set in place.  An average of 85 percent of the church offering is used internally, primarily for staff and buildings and stuff to meet our own needs.”  p. 331

Think about it- If you tithe to your church, do you know how that money is being used to further God’s work? Are the stewards of the funds looking at buying new carpet or supporting a local soup kitchen? 

Action- Seek out a copy of your church budget for the current year and someone to explain the finer points. Find out where your church is spending funds to reach out and support the poor and needy. You may want to designate your offering to go to outreach and mission!

Prayer- Lord, you have blessed us in so many ways. We try so humbly to pass blessings on to those you have instructed us to love but we fall short and lose sight. Guide us and help us regain a focus on how our church can reach out to the poor, needy, oppressed, like the early church did.

Week 37-  Relational Tithe/The Mustard Seed Revolution

Scripture- Matthew 13:31-32 “He put before them another parable:  ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

Quotes- “A relational tithe is a network of reborn friends around the world organized in little cells, like in a body, taking care of each other.   Like the early church, all offerings and needs are brought to the community.  Unlike the early church, we have a blog and can wire money across the globe.  We pool 10 percent of our income into a common fund.  Regularly, the needs of our neighborhoods and villages are also brought before the community, and we meet them as we are able.  Meanwhile, we are building relationships that radically tear through the economic walls that divide us, from economists to homeless folks, all the time trusting that we can do more together than we could do alone.”  p. 333

“Mustard has always been known for its fiery pungency.  In the days of the Roman Empire, it was a sign of power.  Darius, king of the Persians, invaded Europe and was met by Alexander the Great.  Darius sent Alexander a bad of sesame seeds as a taunt, indicating the multitude of soldiers he had.  Alexander sent back a bag of mustard seed with a message, ‘You may be many, but we are powerful.  We can handle you.’  And they did.  So there goes Jesus turning power on its head again.  His power was not in crushing but in being crushed, triumphing over the empire’s sword with his cross.  Mustard must be crushed, ground, broken in order for its power to be released.”  p. 337

Think About It – Imagine how the world would be different if people did not view anything they own as belonging to them, but to God. What if we considered all of our material possessions to be God’s and therefore others? How would that turn “power on its head” just as Shane Claiborne says Jesus was always doing? How can you allow God to use you as a mustard seed?
Action- Start and maintain a journal of your tithing and of the people that you encounter that need prayer. By being diligent in both tithing and prayer for friends and strangers, the walls that divide us can come down and the foundations that support one another can be built up.

Prayer- Lord, the path of humility is at hand yet we are so scared to embark on it. Your son hung in pain and agony enduring the death of a criminal so that we may change the world through humble action. Please assure us Lord and lead us with a humble spirit to the destination you have set before us. We can not arrive at that destination through force but through beings lovers and peacemakers. Change us and mold us to be people of humility and love. Amen.

Week 38-  When Grass Pierces through Concrete

Scripture- Genesis 11:4 “The they said, ‘Come let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 

Quotes- “It all begins in the garden, but it ends in the city.  It’s a beautiful thing that, as the city of God, the New Jerusalem, is unveiled (Revelation 21), there are no fancy church buildings, not even a temple (v. 22), for God lives among us again, as in the garden, as in the wilderness.  We are to bring the garden to the city.  The river of life and the tree of life have taken over the world.  It’s a campout with God, in the middle of the city!  Rather than our towers and temples reaching up to heaven, the God of heaven reaches down to earth and lives among us (v. 3).”  p. 339-340

“This is good news to us when we notice the fragility of our towers, when we feel the emptiness of the market, when we see a failed attempt at imperial peace.  This bringing of the garden to the city is not only what we are expecting but also what we are beginning to enact—tossing seeds on toxic waste sites, making mosaics from toy weapons, reclaiming trash-strewn lots for urban gardens, and taking over the concrete world, where old tires and hollowed out TVs and computer monitors become pots for flowers on our roof.  And the contagion of God’s love is spreading across the land like a little mustard plant, growing smaller and smaller until it takes over the world.”  p. 340

Think about it- Where do you see God among your life? How is he living among you, your friends, and your family? Is the peace of the garden recognizable in your activities? 

Action- Have a Bible study or prayer group meet in a park and enjoy the peacefulness of God’s creation. Consider having the group adopt part of the park or an urban garden so that you can improve the garden meeting space.

Prayer- Divine Creator, you have provided us a sanctuary in your own creation yet we have exploited it. We find safety, assurance, and purpose under the roof of the church but there is emptiness in abundance. Guide us Lord to bring the hope and peace of the eternal garden to those who are feeling the emptiness of this world. Amen.

Week 39-  Rising from the Dead/Crazy but not Alone

Scripture- Matthew 11:16-17 “’But to what will I compare this generation?  It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn’.’”

Quotes- “I know it’s a bit morbid, but look around.  We live in a world of zombies, amid a deadness that has infected even the church…You can see it on the subways, in the airplanes and skyscrapers, empty and lonely people wondering if there is more to this life than the meaningless toil they fill their days with.  I remember one of the first sermons I ever gave, a clever little talk about how the world is filled with the walking dead, people who breathe air but are not truly alive.  I compared the deadness to vampires and said that vampires can’t stand light.  They cannot stand the cross.  Okay, it was a really bad sermon and an embarrassing analogy, but as I think back on my youthful dreams, I just wanted to rise above the suffocating deadness, to rise above people who no longer feel or dream but just exist.”  p. 345-346

“Nearly everywhere we speak, young people come up with tears in their eyes, no longer alone in their dreams for another world.  Over and over, we hear, ‘I knew there was more to Christianity.’  We are waking up.  What seemed impossible is becoming normal.”  p. 348

Think about it- Have  you ever experienced the deadness that was described? Do you feel like a body with no purpose? Or what do you say to someone who has that glazed over hopelessness on their face? What hopes do you have for Christianity and how can you be part of that change?

Action- Check out different global organizations where you can partner with others who believe there is more to Christianity.  Some possibilities are:  Bread for the World (www.bread.org); Invisible Children (www.invisiblechildren.com); and Jesus Radicals (www.jesusradicals.com). 

Prayer- Emmanuel, you called us into your presence; you bring us life from the well that never runs dry. When our lives feel empty, fill us with life and a purpose. Guide us, O Lord, to be the face of Christianity, the face of Christ to a hurting world. Amen.

Week 40-  Sleep in the Light/Wildfire

Scripture-"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.” Matthew 5:14-15
Quotes- “When the darkness of our world, and all of the fears we hold in that darkness, are pierced by the light of God’s love and by the possibility that God has other ideas in mind for how we are to live, something liberating happens.  But there is also the danger of our becoming mesmerized by the dazzle of the light.  It can become quite comfortable, like a campfire.  We can crawl up into the hands of God and fall asleep in the sweet aroma and cozy warmth, asleep by the fire…We must neither get used to the darkness of human suffering or fall asleep in the comfort of the light.”  p. 349

“We are not just called to be candles.  Candles make for nice Christmas services and for a nice peace vigil…But we are not just called to be candles.  We are called to be fire.  Candles can be snuffed out by the slightest wind or by the smallest child on their birthday.  But it’s harder to put out a fire.  We are to be fire, to weave our lives together so that the Spirit’s inferno of love spreads across the earth.”  p. 352

Think about it- Have you ever seen a fire turn into a blaze that sweeps over everything in its path, regardless of size or strength? The wildfires we often see on the evening news in California push firefighters to the limit because the fire is so strong and moving so quickly. With a small potential, a flame can engulf the things around it with ease. In what ways do you think God might be calling you to be fire rather than just a candle?
Action- Do something random this week for someone else that is so drastically loving that it makes you uncomfortable.
Prayer- Precious Savior, pour out your Holy Spirit so that our hearts can be strangely warmed and engulfed by your love and hope. Guide our actions and thoughts so those around us will be swept up in the Spirit’s power by witnessing God’s love at work. Amen.

Week 41-  Momma Church (Bless her Heart)/The Beginning

Scripture- Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

Quotes-  “So it’s the end of the book, and I feel like I should give an altar call.  But let me remind us that altar calls originated during the fiery revivals of nineteenth-century evangelists like Charles Finney.  The reason they gave them was to register new converts for the antislavery movement.  They were not simply calling people forward to become believers; they were calling people forward to join a movement of ordinary radicals.  On the altar, belief and action kissed, and extremists for love were born.  So once again, it is time for an altar call, but this one is a little different.  It is an altar call to the world, an invitation to see a new kind of Christianity and to hear the confession of a church on its knees asking your forgiveness for the mess we have helped create.  And it is an ‘alter’ call to the church, to alter our vision from the patterns of this world and create new ways of living…We are not just laying our lives at the altar with nothing to pick up but we are also picking up an irresistible revolution that the world is waiting for.  So with every head bowed and every eye closed, let’s get started.”  p. 357-358

Think about it-By now you’ve either read through the book in its entirety or you’ve gotten through most of the lessons in the study. You’re left with lesson after lesson of how God interacts with his creation on a very personal and loving level. In what ways would you like your circle of friends to be changed? What ways can you personally inspire change in your local church? Have you ever been frustrated with the church or people who say they are Christians? Remember the way you act reflects Christians everywhere so become and be the change you want to see in the world.

Action- Think back through all of the actions you have done through the year and make one, or two, or three of them something that you will continue to do.

Prayer- Loving Lord, there is something mysterious about your love yet it draws us nearer. You knew us before we were born and now you’re calling us to a life that reflects the love you have shown us. Please guide us daily to have the strongest belief and faith in the power of the Spirit and the son who was given so that we may love others. May those we encounter witness our radical faith in our actions. Amen.
